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M EDIA RELEASE      
August 22, 2010 
 

H yfield ew es off to N SW as part of Perth Lam bExH yfield ew es off to N SW as part of Perth Lam bExH yfield ew es off to N SW as part of Perth Lam bExH yfield ew es off to N SW as part of Perth Lam bEx    
 

Wellard is pleased to announce, H am ish Dickson of Canow indra, N SW, w as the w inner of 

100 H yfield Poll M erino ew es, valued at $10,000 at Lam bEx 2010 in Perth. 

M r Dickson said he w as thrilled about w inning the 100 ew es and plans to take them  back 

hom e to join his breeding flock, w hich currently consists of 400 M erino ew es.   

“They w ill be individually m anaged as a stud flock,” he said.  

The com petition w as organised by the Stud M erino Breeders’ Association of WA and Farm  

Weekly, in an effort to prom ote the M erino ew e. The ew es w ere donated by Wellard’s H yfield 

Poll M erino Stud.  

Selected from  the stud’s five year old com m ercial flock, w hich prides itself on a 19.5 m icron 

average over five years, the ew es are proven m others based on H yfield genetics.  

“With the right m anagem ent and an accurate selection, M erino ew es have the ability to 

produce high lam bing percentages. They are the true dual-purpose breed, generating 

incom e not only from  w ool and m eat, but also for use in crossbreeding,” Hyfield Poll M erino 

stud m anager Kevin Keatley said. 

M erino ew es w ere the cornerstone of the sheep industry and w ere the favourite m others in 

Australia for over 200 years. Today, M erino ew es have an even m ore im portant role as prim e 

lam b m others. 

“We understand how  im portant the role of the M erino ew e is in the industry and w e are very 

keen to prom ote her benefits,” H yfield studm aster Kevin Keatley said. 

The ew es are currently lam bing and good lam bing percentages are being achieved. Thanks 

to im proved m anagem ent and genetics, the flock has seen an average 16 per cent increase 

in lam bs w eaned over the past 15 years. 

Wellard’s involvem ent w ith Lam bEx 2010 w as not lim ited to the $10,000 value donation. 

Chairm an M auro Balzarini also presented at the conference ‘the exporter’s perspective’ on 

industry issues and w hat can be done to keep Australian sheep producers m otivated. 
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“It is im portant that the sectors – producers, processors and exporters – better understand 

each other and look at how  w e can w ork together to create a sustainable industry for 

everyone,” M r Balzarini said. 

Wellard w as very pleased to have participated in Lam bEx 2010 as the conference represents 

an opportunity to share points of view  w ith other sectors of the industry. 
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B ackground B ackground B ackground B ackground ––––    Wellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and Trading    

Wellard Rural and Trading is the Wellard Group’s agriculture and international trade division. 
 
Its tw o largest subsidiaries are Wellard Rural Exports, Australia’s largest livestock exporter and ship 
ow ner, and Wellard Agri, a m ixed farm ing land ow ner and operator specialising in the production of 
grains, legum es and livestock. 
 
Wellard Rural Exports has supplied quality Australian and N ew  Zealand dairy and beef cattle and 
sheep and goats to the w orld for 30 years, and its investm ent in the live export industry is w ithout 
peer.  Based in Frem antle, the com pany’s operations cover every aspect of the export chain, including 
feed m illing, road transport, feedlot facilities throughout Australia and m odern shipping. 
 
The com pany’s flagship carrier, the M V Ocean Drover (form erly the M V Becrux), is a purpose-built 
livestock carrier capable of carrying 75,000 sheep or 18,000 cattle from  Australia to m ajor m arkets 
around the globe.  She w as com m issioned in 2002. 
 
Its M V Ocean Shearer (form erly the M V Stella Deneb) can carry 125,000 sheep or 23,000 cattle, or a 
com bination of both. 
 
A new , technologically advanced, purpose-built vessel, the M V Ocean Sw agm an sailed on its m aiden 
voyage in January 2010. The Sw agm an’s sister ship, the M V Ocean Outback, is due for launch in m id-
late 2010. In August 2008 Wellard and Siba Ships announced a U S$250 m illion contract to build an 
additional tw o new  livestock vessels w hich w ill be able to carry 17,000 cattle or 70,000 sheep or a 
com bination of the tw o. 
 
Wellard Agri ow ns and operates eight farm s across three agri-hubs, tw o are located at Dongara and 
Watheroo in Western Australia’s central m idlands and one is located at Kojonup in the Great 
Southern region of WA. 
 
The Dongara hub is hom e to The Grange, a 14,500 hectare property w hich is considered one of 
Western Australia’s blue chip farm ing properties. It is prim arily used for grazing, w ith som e cropping. 
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The rem aining landholding totals m ore than 18,000 hectares, of w hich 14,000 hectares is cropped to a 
variety of grains and legum es. The other 4000ha is devoted to sheep production, including the fam ous 
H yfield Poll M erino stud at Kojonup. 
 
In N ovem ber 2009, Wellard Agri announced it w as entering the farm  m achinery sector, w hen it 
com m enced m anagem ent of the CLAAS H arvest Centre at Katanning for the Landpow er range of farm  
m achinery. 
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