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M EDIA RELEASE      
January 25, 2010 
 
 

M V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm an    sets sail on m aiden voyagesets sail on m aiden voyagesets sail on m aiden voyagesets sail on m aiden voyage    
 

The new est and m ost technologically advanced livestock vessel in the w orld, the M V Ocean 

Sw agm an, has com m enced its m aiden voyage from  Frem antle, Western Australia, setting 

new  w elfare and safety benchm arks for livestock, vessel and crew . 

The Wellard vessel w as carrying 5500 cattle to Jakarta, Indonesia, but has the capacity to 

carry 6000 cattle or 25,000 sheep, or a com bination of both. 

At a cost of m ore than $40 m illion, the design and construction of the vessel w as focused on 

one objective – enhanced w elfare and safety of the livestock, vessel and crew . 

Its Dual Independent Propulsion System , com prising separate engine room s and propellers, 

provides levels of redundancy, and therefore safety, rarely seen in cruise liners and never 

before built into livestock vessels. 

The advanced ventilation system  fans an average of 110 air changes per hour, four tim es the 

Australian standard and 3.5 tim es the num ber air changes per hour on a com m ercial 

airliner. 

“The Ocean Sw agm an is the next generation in livestock vessel design and construction,” 

Wellard Executive Chairm an M auro Balzarini said. 

“It is a state of the art livestock carrier w hich w e are extrem ely proud of at Wellard, and w ill 

ensure m ore than ever that our livestock are delivered safely and in excellent condition.” 

“While the launch of the M V Ocean Sw agm an m eans the M V Ocean Drover (form erly M V 

Becrux) loses its m antle as the w orld’s m ost technologically advanced livestock carrier, it is 

extrem ely rew arding that the honour rem ains in the Wellard fleet.” 

The M V Ocean Sw agm an has been classified by the Registro Italiano N avale (RIN A) as a 

‘Green Star Vessel’, due to its low  em issions and pollution prevention design and system s. 

Its extensive feed, w ater and fuel system s, com bined w ith a fast 17 knot cruising speed, w ill 

enable the vessel to com plete non-stop voyages to distant destinations, such as Frem antle 

to N ovorossysk , Russia, in 18 days, com pared to the 30 day voyages experienced by other 

vessels. 
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The new  vessel w as built by Drydocks World of Singapore, w hich is also constructing a sister 

vessel, the M V Ocean Outback, for Wellard, to be launched later this year. 

The M V Ocean Sw agm an w as scheduled to enter service in 2007, but shipbuilding delays 

caused its delivery date to be delayed. 

“It has been a long and frustrating w ait, but a w ait w ell w orthw hile given the advances in 

livestock vessel design the M V Ocean Sw agm an displays,” M r Balzarini said. 

“Like fine w ine... and m ost m iddle aged livestock exporters... w e have no doubt it has 

im proved w ith the passage of tim e!” 

Both vessels w ill becom e regular fixtures at Australian ports, loading quality Australian 

livestock to supply to international m arkets. 

Wellard Executive Director Steve M eerw ald said the M V Ocean Sw agm an’s m aiden voyage 

w as typical of the investm ent and innovation w hich put it at the forefront of the industry. 

“This investm ent is m ore than just the construction of a ship, it is an investm ent in the future 

of Australia’s livestock industry,” he said. 

For further inform ation please contact: 

Steve M eerw ald 
Executive Director 
Wellard 
Phone: 08 9432 2800 

 

 

Specifications Specifications Specifications Specifications ––––    M V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm anM V Ocean Sw agm an    

Length: 130 m etres 

Breadth: 21.6m  

Keel to m ast height: 24m  

Gross tonnage: 12,892 tonnes 

Livestock area: 8,000m 2 

N um ber of decks: 7 

Fresh w ater capacity: 2,000,000 litres (alm ost equivalent of Olym pic sized sw im m ing pool) 

Fresh w ater production: 320,000 litres per day from  4 reverse osm osis desalinisation plants 

Fodder capacity: 2000 cubic m etres (equivalent 1,500 tonnes) in tw o fodder tanks 

Air circulation: 110 air changes/hour (3.5 tim es m inim um  standard) 

Speed: 17 knots 

Engines: 2 Wartsila 9L32 
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Pow er: 9000kw     

Crew : 34 

 

 

    

B ackground B ackground B ackground B ackground ––––    Wellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and Trading    

Wellard Rural and Trading is the Wellard Group’s agriculture and international trade division. 
 
Its tw o largest subsidiaries are Wellard Rural Exports, Australia’s largest livestock exporter and ship 
ow ner, and Wellard Agri, a m ixed farm ing land ow ner and operator specialising in the production of 
grains, legum es and livestock. 
 
Wellard Rural Exports has supplied quality Australian dairy and beef cattle and sheep and goats to the 
w orld for 30 years, and its investm ent in the live export industry is w ithout peer.  Based in Frem antle, 
the com pany’s operations cover every aspect of the export chain, including feed m illing, road 
transport, feedlot facilities throughout Australia and m odern shipping. 
 
The com pany’s flagship carrier, the M V Ocean Drover (form erly the M V Becrux), is a purpose-built 
livestock carrier capable of carrying 75,000 sheep or 18,000 cattle from  Australia to m ajor m arkets 
around the globe.  She w as com m issioned in 2002. 
 
Its other vessel, the M V Ocean Shearer (form er the M V Stella Deneb), can carry 125,000 sheep or 
23,000 cattle, or a com bination of both. 
 
The M V Ocean Sw agm an w as launched in January 2010 and the M V Ocean Outback is due for launch 
in m id-late 2010. In August 2008 Wellard and Siba Ships announced a U S$250 m illion contract to build 
an additional tw o new  livestock vessels w hich w ill be able to carry 17,000 cattle or 70,000 sheep or a 
com bination of both. 
 
Wellard Agri ow ns and operates seven farm s across tw o agri-hubs, one located at Watheroo in 
Western Australia’s central m idlands and one located at Kojonup in the Great Southern region of WA. 
 
Its total landholding is m ore than 18,000 hectares, of w hich 14,000 hectares is cropped to a variety of 
grains and legum es. The rem aining land is devoted to sheep production, including the fam ous H yfield 
Poll M erino stud at Kojonup. 
 
In N ovem ber 2009, Wellard Agri announced it w as entering the farm  m achinery sector, w hen it 
com m enced m anagem ent of the CLAAS H arvest Centre at Katanning for the Landpow er range of farm  
m achinery. 
 
 

For m ore inform ation visit: w w w .w ellard.com .au 

 


