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M EDIA RELEASE      
M ay 7, 2010 
 

N ew  forw ard contracts set live export price floorN ew  forw ard contracts set live export price floorN ew  forw ard contracts set live export price floorN ew  forw ard contracts set live export price floor    
 

Australia’s largest livestock exporter Wellard Rural Exports has released its 2010 m inim um  

price forw ard contracts for live export w ethers and ram s – now  guaranteeing a m inim um  

price for export sheep out to February 2011. 

The m inim um  price contracts enable farm ers to choose betw een the forw ard price and the 

spot price at delivery – w hichever is higher. 

“The contracts placed a substantial floor in the live export m arket last year, as w ell as 

providing farm ers w ith price and m arket certainty,” said Wellard’s M iddle East Livestock 

M anager Garry Robinson. 

 “Farm ers can insure them selves against price falls and capitalise on price rises. It gives 

sheep producers the ability to run sheep in the full know ledge they have a guaranteed 

m inim um  price and guaranteed m arket w hen they are ready to sell.” 

M r Robinson said the 2010 forw ard contract prices w ere higher than last year’s rates, 

reflecting supply and dem and and Wellard’s desire to provide clear price signals to 

encourage producers to produce the quality sheep desired by M iddle Eastern im porters.  

Once again, the contracts are w eighted tow ards heavier sheep w hich rem ain the 

overw helm ing preference of international custom ers. 

Wellard’s m inim um  price forw ard contracts schedule for 2010/2011 currently is: 

 

CategoryCategoryCategoryCategory    WeightWeightWeightWeight    M inim um  priceM inim um  priceM inim um  priceM inim um  price    

Wethers / Ram s 56kg+ $100/head 

Wethers / Ram s 50-55kg $95/head 

Wethers / Ram s 44-49kg $85/head 

Crossbred &  Exotic Ram   

Lam bs Long Tail 
38kg+ $85/head 

(Prices are GST exclusive) 
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Key com ponents 

� Prices are for delivery through to February 28th, 2011; 

� Spot price based on equivalent live-export prices at tim e of delivery, exclusive of GST; 

� Prices are delivered pre-export depot; 

� Sheep m ust have been shorn at least 2 w eeks prior to delivery; 

� H orns trim m ed less than 1 full curl; 

� Export condition score 2+; 

� All sheep m ust com ply w ith Australian Standards for the Export of Livestock; 

� N orm al farm  m anagem ent m ust have been undertaken including regular 

vaccinations and scabigard protection; 

� Optional 2nd scabigard vaccination for Saudi m arket at buyer’s expense.  

 

M r Robinson said sheep farm ers should w ork w ith their Agent or Wellard Buyer to establish 

w hich category of m inim um  price contract w ould suit their production system s. 

“Based on the current m arket prices, the forw ard contract prices offered by Wellard are 

extrem ely com petitive and w e believe it is a great option for producers to focus their sheep 

production on.” 

Wellard extended its forw ard contracts out to February 2011 to ensure farm ers could lock in 

price and m arket certainty over the sum m er m onths. 

 

For further inform ation please contact: 

Garry RobinsonGarry RobinsonGarry RobinsonGarry Robinson    
M iddle East Livestock M anager 
Wellard Rural Exports 
Phone: 08 9432 2800 
M obile: 0447 950 491 
Website: w w w .w ellard.com .au 
 

 

M edia inquiries: 

Cam eron M orseCam eron M orseCam eron M orseCam eron M orse    
FD  Third Person 
Phone: 08 9386 1233 
M obile: 0433 886 871 
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B ackground B ackground B ackground B ackground ––––    Wellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and TradingWellard Rural and Trading    

Wellard Rural and Trading is the Wellard Group’s agriculture and international trade division. 
 
Its tw o largest subsidiaries are Wellard Rural Exports, Australia’s largest livestock exporter and ship 
ow ner, and Wellard Agri, a m ixed farm ing land ow ner and operator specialising in the production of 
grains, legum es and livestock. 
 
Wellard Rural Exports has supplied quality Australian dairy and beef cattle and sheep and goats to the 
w orld for 30 years, and its investm ent in the live export industry is w ithout peer.  Based in Frem antle, 
the com pany’s operations cover every aspect of the export chain, including feed m illing, road 
transport, feedlot facilities throughout Australia and m odern shipping. 
 
The com pany’s flagship carrier, the M V Ocean Drover (form erly the M V Becrux), is a purpose-built 
livestock carrier capable of carrying 75,000 sheep or 18,000 cattle from  Australia to m ajor m arkets 
around the globe.  She w as com m issioned in 2002. 
 
Its M V Ocean Shearer (form erly the M V Stella Deneb) can carry 125,000 sheep or 23,000 cattle, or a 
com bination of both. 
 
A new , technologically advanced, purpose-built vessel, the M V Ocean Sw agm an sailed on its m aiden 
voyage in January 2010. The Sw agm an’s sister ship, the M V Ocean Outback, is due for launch in m id-
late 2010. In August 2008 Wellard and Siba Ships announced a U S$250 m illion contract to build an 
additional tw o new  livestock vessels w hich w ill be able to carry 17,000 cattle or 70,000 sheep or a 
com bination of the tw o. 
 
Wellard Agri ow ns and operates eight farm s across three agri-hubs, tw o are located at Dongara and 
Watheroo in Western Australia’s central m idlands and one is located at Kojonup in the Great 
Southern region of WA. 
 
The Dongara hub is hom e to The Grange, a 14,500 hectare property w hich is considered one of 
Western Australia’s blue chip farm ing properties. It is prim arily used for grazing, w ith som e cropping. 
 
The rem aining landholding totals m ore than 18,000 hectares, of w hich 14,000 hectares is cropped to a 
variety of grains and legum es. The other 4000ha is devoted to sheep production, including the fam ous 
H yfield Poll M erino stud at Kojonup. 
 
In N ovem ber 2009, Wellard Agri announced it w as entering the farm  m achinery sector, w hen it 
com m enced m anagem ent of the CLAAS H arvest Centre at Katanning for the Landpow er range of farm  
m achinery. 

 

 

 


